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A word from the Headmaster
Taking my seat in the school’s Memorial 
Chapel can be a bittersweet experience.  
it is located amidst the choir stalls, 
usually filled with choristers from either 
the Preparatory or senior schools. As 
the organ strikes the first notes of a 
hymn, i stand with trepidation, knowing 
that my complete lack of musical ability 
is about to be highlighted. nowhere 
to hide, as i attempt to mouth even a 
single note whilst standing alongside 
angels who eat music for breakfast. who 
knows what they must think, striving for 
perfect harmony with one another whilst 
the Headmaster is strangling a cat in 
their midst.

That is the bitter part.  The sweet part of 
where i sit though, is the transcendent 
experience of being so close to young 
musicians as they weave magic.  There 
is joy, not only in hearing their tight 
harmonies and soaring descants, but 
also in seeing their faces up close.  
The subtle glances, the conductor’s 
affirming smile, the unguarded rapture 
in their expressions as they realise what 
they are creating.  Losing themselves in 
a collective moment of unison.  it is a 
great privilege to stand amongst them, 
as their melody floods the Chapel.

Yet even our vaulted ceiling is not big 
enough to contain the talents of the 

Year 6 to 8 Chapel Choir.  This week, 
they took the brave step of competing 
in not one, but two, categories at the 
prestigious Cheltenham Competitive 
Festival of Music and Arts. Pitted 
against many of the best Junior Choirs 
in the land, they won both trophies. 
The school can be immensely proud 
of these young singers, whose musical 
talents are matched equally by their 
dedication to rehearsals and to each 
other. Their success was a triumph of 
harmony in every sense of the word.

PeTer CLAGUe
Headmaster
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Housman 
verse Prize   

senior sports Day 
well done to all the athletes who took part in the House Athletics Competition, and to all the pupils who came to watch and  
offered very enthusiastic support for their House representatives. 

Prep ski Trip 
This year our Prep ski trip travelled to sestriere, italy, in the easter break. The 
students had a marvellous time with almost perfect weather and conditions and 
picturesque scenery. A big thank you must go to all the teachers who made this 
very popular trip possible. 

Congratulations to Upper sixth 
pupil, Aled Luckman, whose 
poem A Shropshire Tree won him 
the prestigious Housman verse 
Competition. He read his winning 
piece to the school in routh 
Assembly. 
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DTGP race report
Congratulations to the Design 
Technology GP race Team who 
attended the Greeen Power Trust 
Formula 24+ race day at rockingham 
speedway. The students have been 
working over the winter season break to 
perfect all aspects of the car, improving 
aerodynamics and reducing the cart’s 
weight by 5kg. 

Despite the less than ideal conditions 
on the day, the students did well to 
overcome the obstacles created by the 
wet conditions. The team finish 4th and 
5th places overall in their two races and 
as first kitcar to finish in race one, a 
great achievement for the team who are 
looking forward to the season ahead. 

A large and enthusiastic audience recently enjoyed the classical orchestral and choral works of Haydn and Mozart, 
performed by the Lower and Upper Fourth Form GCse students and the Prep and senior school Chapel Choirs. Mr 
McKelvey conducted two music scholars who took their first steps in the realm of concerto performances as Jude Wynter 
performed Mozart’s Andante from Piano Concerto no. 21, K.467 and Josh osborn-Patel performed Mozart’s rondo from 
Horn Concerto no. 2, K417. They both played with skill, emotional intelligence and great beauty. it was a momentous 
concert for all involved. 

nelson Mass and More 
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ib Award
bromsgrove school has received another award for its ib diploma results. The average diploma score in 2017 was 39.1 
out of 45, placing the school amongst the best in the world. This is the third time in four years the school has received 
this award for outstanding achievement. Dr Michael Thompson, Director of the international baccalaureate at bromsgrove 
school said, “we have graduates now in every corner of the world, studying at the best universities. we are so proud to have 
been a part of their journey.”

County Athletics
bromsgrove recently hosted 
the County multi athletics event 
championships at The ryland 
Centre. Despite the adverse 
weather conditions, we saw some 
fantastic results across all age 
groups. A special mention must go 
to Louis Upton and oliver brown. 
both boys were neck and neck in 
all five events, Louis just pipped 
Oliver to the gold medal by only fifty 
points. 

All of the competitors deserve 
enormous praise for battling with 
the elements and still displaying 
some great  performances.
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rising biathle star

Junior House Music Final

well done to all pupils who took part in the Junior House Music Final 2018, with particular congratulations to the following 
section winners:

erica Lewis (piano)     Aarush Thapa (voice)
sophia Moberley (strings)    beau Langford (percussion)
rebecca woolmore (woodwind)    Joseph white (brass)

The overall winner was beau vaughan-Hawkins (woodwind and percussion)

Cricket Tour of Dubai

The bromsgrove cricket team travelled to Dubai over the easter break to 
participate in a five day training tour. The boys were thoroughly impressed by the 
first class facilities and displayed some great performances throughout the week 
against other international teams. The teams did find some downtime to explore 
the city, visiting the burj Khalifa and the old City. 

Congratulations to Natalie Hatfield 
who recently qualified to represent 
Great britain in the biathle at the 
european Championships that are 
to be held in Germany in July. 

natalie came 2nd in the event that 
took place at sandford Park, a very 
impressive result given that she is 
one of the youngest competitors in 
her age group.
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Prep Charities’ week
representatives from JDrF (Juvenile Diabetes research Foundation) and the brain Tumour Charity were each presented 
with cheques to the value of £1,613.57 by bromsgrove Preparatory school. The pupils managed to raise the incredible 
amount during their Charity week activities just before the easter break.

st George’s Day well done Alia Derriey who has been announced as the winner of the emagazine 
Close reading Competition 2018.  

entrants to the competition, who came from schools across the country, wrote 
confident, interesting and convincing analyses of a passage from The Impressionist 
by Hari Kunzru.

Alia says she was pleasantly surprised when she received the news of her win, and 
plans to donate her prize money to the book Trust, which funds reading support 
and designs books especially for children with disabilities.

emagazine Close 
reading Competition

Pre-school and reception held a ‘st 
George’s Day’ assembly, some of the 
children in Pre-school dressed up 
as the characters in the story while 
reception pupils recounted the story.
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Year 3 rainforest Adventure

Uni research 

brave explorers from Year 3 kicked 
off their new learning theme, Jungle 
Fever, with a trip to bristol Zoo. 
They enjoyed an interesting and 
informative education session in 
the ‘rainforest room’, where they 
learnt some fascinating and useful 
information about rainforests, their 
importance and how we can help 
to conserve them. They interacted 
with various live tropical creatures; 
the students were invited to hold a 
hissing cockroach, a lampropeltis 
triangulum (who is fondly known as 
Coco the milk snake) and a giant 
stick insect. Year 3 also enjoyed 
exploring the Zoo, looking out for all 
of the different rainforest creatures; 
firm favourites included the baby 
gorilla, the tropical butterflies and 
the sloth.

world school Games

Congratulations to sam osborne who 
recently competed at the international 
school sport Federation Gymnasiade 
in Morocco where he placed second in 
the 400m freestyle.

royal shakespeare’s Live Performance

Upper Fourth Form pupils joined thousands of others from schools around the UK to watch the royal shakespeare 
Company’s live schools’ broadcast of ‘Macbeth’. over the course of the morning, pupils enjoyed an especially gripping 
and sinister production of the shakespearean tragedy, which they are currently studying. with opportunities to hear cast 
members and creatives explain their artistic choices and readings in response to questions from pupils, they explored a 
memorable interpretation of the play, whilst also developing their understanding of stagecraft and dramatic techniques.
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Young enterprise
well done to Ki Moments, this year’s Young enterprise team, who achieved fantastic success at the area competition winning 
four awards, adding to the school’s impressive record over the last few years. Their awards included best Finance, best 
Product, best Trade stand and these individual awards contributed to them being awarded best overall Company. They now 
progress to the regional competition.

Ladies’ County Golf Championships

well done to Megan Langford who recently competed in the Ladies’ County Golf Championships. Megan was extremely 
successful, breaking the course record at Mosley Golf Club with a nett 62 over 18 holes. Megan’s brilliant performance 
secured her the the Jessica smith bowl and the Grace boulton Plate, her handicap was also lowered from 14 to 8, a very 
promising start to the season.
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.

Congratulations to vincent Li for winning the 
advanced category of the european Piano Teachers’ 
Association Competition over the holidays. 

vincent played two works by bach and Liszt to take 
the trophy at this prestigious competition.

Animal Antics
  

Year 2 students experienced a close 
encounter with a variety of African 
animals to enrich their study of the 
continent. They had the opportunity 
to hold giant bullfrogs, an African grey 
parrot, a monitor lizard and African 
pythons. The pupils also enjoyed 
meeting the meerkats and and Genet, 
an African pygmy hedgehog. 

The children were thoroughly engaged 
and learned many interesting facts 
about these animals and their African 
habitats.

 

european Piano Teachers’ 
Competition

botanical Garden
Year 7 had a brilliant morning at the 
botanical Gardens in birmingham 
where they enjoyed the different 
climates on offer in each green house 
and drew amazing flora from primary 
observation.
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Chocolate Delight
Year 1 pupils had a scrumptious time at Cadbury world. The pupils learned about the chocolate bean journey from Ghana 
to bournville. A thrilling 4D cinema experience on the rollercoaster took them through a fantasy chocolate land. The children 
enjoyed writing their names with melted chocolate and the highlight was definitely sampling the delicious chocolate with their 
favourite toppings.

british Alpine 
Championship 
Congratulations to siena Horton who won 
the overall title at the Delancey british 
national Alpine Championship in Tignes in 
April. siena is now the U16 overall british 
national Champion - a fantastic end to her 
career in the children’s racing category. 

Further congratulations must go to 
siena for her selection in the english 
U16 women’s Hockey team. Her debut 
game was a huge success with the team 
securing a tight victory; siena was named 
Man of the Match. 
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summer Activities
bromsgrove summer Activity and sports 
Camps, offer children the opportunity to 
make new friends, improve skills and, 
crucially, burn off energy in the most 
productive and exciting ways.

The camps, for children aged 8 - 13 cater 
for all interests and tastes, and are held 
for six weeks in the summer holidays with 
additional sports camps being held at 
winterfold.  Camps run daily from 8.30am 
until 5.45pm and include a hot lunch. 

The camps are open to all children in the 
area, so if your children have friends who 
don’t attend bromsgrove but would like to 
come along please give them the details.

To book a place on the Activity Camps 
please contact the acitivities team by 
phone on ext 357 or by email:
activities@bromsgrove-school.co.uk
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bromsgrovians

All photos featured on the Bromsgrovian pages, including individual’s names and years, can be found on the Bromsgrovian Facebook site. 

ob Author

Commemoration Day 
old bromsgrovians and their families are warmly invited to join us at the school’s annual Commemoration Day for the 
traditional end of academic year celebrations. This year, the event will be held on saturday, 30th June 2018. The ob marquee 
will be on Lower Charford, open from 1.00-5.00pm. There will be a pig roast (vegetarian option available) and a selection of 
drinks for all the family. To register your attendance, please visit https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/obmarquee2018, email us 
at oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk or telephone 01527 579679 ext 357.

Congratulations to Jo nell (nee spain, 
80-85) on her debut novel entitled 
The single Ladies of Jacaranda 
retirement village. The novel is a life 
affirming story of a 79 year old widow’s 
unexpected journey of self-discovery. 
The book will be published in Australia 
in paperback and ebook by Hachette 
in september 2018, and in the UK 
in hardback by Hodder & stoughton, 
January 2019. we wish Jo every 
success with its publication. 

ob visit 
Thank you to old bromsgrovian 
Prashant Gurung (e 11-17) for joining 
us in the Futures department to talk 
to pupils about the international 
Citizen service and his experiences in 
nepal.
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bromsgrovians
Limited edition Print 
we are delighted to be able to offer former pupils and staff an opportunity to own a stunning limited edition print of an 1884 
painting of the historic quarter of the school. beautifully capturing the scene of 134 years ago, this one-off print is from an 
original painting by the birmingham artist walter reeves - depicting Hazeldene and Cookes House (the then Headmaster’s 
house), the Drama studio (big school) and the old school Chapel (once the Drama studio and now the school’s Archives).  

With the original painting having recently been donated back to the School after an absence of nearly fifty years, Bromsgrove 
school Foundation has commissioned 500 high-quality prints -  and this is your opportunity to own a rare souvenir of your time 
at bromsgrove. Perhaps your nostalgia will be stirred by your memories of time spent at school, Cookes or Hazeldene Houses? 
or for those whose love of art, drama and the humanities/literature was kindled in one of the buildings shown? or maybe you 
are one of the school’s eldermen who is able to recall running along the famous tunnel that lies out of sight, underneath the 
centre of the scene whose origin and reason for construction dates from the time the painting was commissioned.

by claiming one of just 500 available, you will not only have your own special memento of bromsgrove school, but you will be 
making a most worthwhile contribution to the Foundation. since its inception in 2007, the bromsgrove Foundation’s foremost 
objective is to provide life-changing bursaries to current and future pupils who are in need and determined to succeed against 
all odds. each limited edition print is numbered and signed by Headmaster, Peter Clague and accompanied by a history of the 
buildings by former Deputy Headmaster, Philip Bowen. For those who are keen to have the very first print (1/500) there will be 
an opportunity to bid for it at an online auction later in the year. 

All proceeds from the sale of these prints will be directed to the Foundation to provide life-changing bursaries to pupils who 
would not otherwise be able to attend bromsgrove. You can purchase your limited edition print at a modest £135 for a mounted 
unframed edition, or £185 for a mounted and framed print (plus p&p or free collection from the school). Please visit our 
Online Shop at http://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/Categories.aspx or contact the Alumni Office to reserve your own piece of 
bromsgrovian history: email oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk / telephone 01527 579679 ext 366/357.


